HOWBOAT-34  STYLE 

Railroads  Guarantee  Mob  Scenes  ON  jH[  Q0£DN  Dietrich,  Swanson,  Raft  Crosby, 

As  Come-on  to  Headliner  Clients  |||||j||  gjQQK  GQS.  Lupe-Tarzan  in  B’way  Stage  Rush 


Chicago,  March  19. 

Railroads  are  making  a  stroni 
for  show  business  travellers 
icontacting  theatres,  radio  studio 
Vnd  picture  companies  to  offer  star 
■very  inducement  to  use  their  line; 
|n  the  hope  of  getting  a  free  rid 


0. 0.  McIntyre  Symphony 


Willson,  has  written  a  musical  su 
‘O.  O.  McIntyre,'  based  on  Odd's  c 
umn,  and  given  its  debut  on  a  trai 


‘Thoughts  While  Strolling’ 
‘Local  Boy  Makes  Good,’  win 
up  with  ‘New  York  Day  by  I 


Permanent  Casts  of  12  to  53 
with  Specialty  Acts — 
i  M.C.’s,  Films,  Concerts 
and  All  the  Trimmings 

SHOW  BIZ  EVOLUTION 


TALK  WARBLERS 
TRADE  UNION 


By  ABEL  GREEN 

The  steamship  lines  are  now  in 
show  biz.  And  how! 

Instead  of  Cap’n  Andy’s  Cotton 
Blossom  plying  the  Mississippi  it’s 
tow  a  de  luxe  30,000-ton  vessel  with 
ill  the  swank  accoutrements  of 
xansatlantic  travel,  French  cuisine, 
mintage  wines — and  a  nightly  ship¬ 
board  entertainment  on  a  floating 
palace  which  makes  the  Mississippi 
River  showboats  appear  as  kinder¬ 
garten  entertainments. 

As  Show  Boating  in  the  1934 
nanner  has  been  evolved,  the  s.s. 
ines — chartered  by  the  tours’  pro- 


FILM  BUG  BITES  SON 
OF  PRES.  CLEVELAND 


ts,  is  going  into  pictures.  Class- 
of  John  Davis  Lodge  at  Har- 
he  is  like  Lodge  also  a  law- 
and  also  like  Lodge,  he  mar- 
a  beautiful  stage  dancer.  And 
tin  both  cases  it  was  the  wife’s  urg- 
Blthg  that  he  try  a  film  career. 

1 '  Cleveland  Is  29,  5  feet  11,  weighs 
#165,  and  is  dark  and  slender.  In 
lin’erview  he  said  he  thinks  the 
■legit  is  about  dead. 

8  Conrad  Nagel  helped  the  young 


JComedie  Francaise 
I  Will  Broadcast  Plays 


Paris,  March  19. 

Comedle  Francaise,  after  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  Its  director,  Emil  Fabre,  with 
managers  of  Opera,  Opera  Comique 
and  Odeon,  has  decided  to  let  its 
plays  be  broadcast. 

Movement  is  on  foot,  however,  in 
Hew  of  threatened  cut  of  subsidies, 
to  make  state  radio  pay  the  theatre 
for  the  privilege. 

Decision  is  especially  surprising 
Inasmuch  as  the  Comedle  has  for  I 
years  been  fighting  talking  pictures, 
Occasionally  permltlng  Its  actor- 

Eiembers  to  make  them,  but  always  | 
nly  after  a  struggle. 


Hollywood,  March  19. 

With  the  object  of  uniting  sing¬ 
ers  for  pix,  radio,  vaude,  opera  and 
musical  comedy  into  a  nationwide 
organization  along  lines  of  Actors’ 
Equity  and  American  Federation  of 
Musicians,  Singers  Guild.  local 
American  Federation  of  Labor  af¬ 
filiate  is  in  correspondence  with 
warblers’  organizations  throughout 


Miners  Getting  Acts  j 
In  Northern  Gold  Fields 


the  Northland  theatre  at  Flin  Flon. 
center  of  the  province's  newest 
mining  activity  north  o£  54. 

First  live  talent  to  hit  this  frozen 
north  was  Fay  Baker,  fanner,  who 
struck  the  mining  town  in  40  below 

Harold  Hutchings,  Fay  Baker's 


MANAGER’S  SURPRISE 

Utica,  March  19. 

When  Bert  Leighton,  city  man¬ 
ager  for  Warner  Brothers,  read  a 
news  Item  about  a  student  missing 
from  Colgate  University  it  was  Just 
another  story  to  him. 

But  when  the  youth  returned, 
Leighton  discovered  that  ,  the  stu¬ 
dent,  Karl  Schmidt,  had  eloped 
with  bis  daughter,  Josephine. 


l  deadhead  vacation  for  the  ta 
vith  all  expenses  paid,  inclui 
ips  to  their  cabin  and  dining  r 


Not  Even  Rubinoff 


High  spot  at  the  Lambs 
Gambol  Saturday  night  (17) 
came  when  A1  Jolson  began 
good-natmedly  kiddir  g  radio, 
with  M.  H.  Aylesworth  and 
David  Sarnoff  in  the  audience. 
He  told  both,  directly  address¬ 
ing  'em,  he  didn’t  care  what 
they  thought  because  he  was 


Then  he  spoke  about  NBC 
efficiency.  New  NBC  building 
is  so  hotcha  in  expert  high- 
hattedness  that  musicians  have 
to  use  a  special  elevator,  like 
freight.  Mischa  Elman,  Jolson 
said,  arrived  one  day  last  week 
and  was  shunted  by  the  ushers 
to  the  rear  musicians'  elevator, 
‘But  I'm  Misch  Elman,’  he  ex¬ 
postulated,  according  to  Al. 
‘I’m  broadcasting  tonight.’ 

‘I  don’t  care  if  you're  Rubin¬ 
off,’  Jolson  quotes  the  usher 
as  saying.  ‘The  back  elevator 
for  fiddlers.’ 


Arliss’  Screen  Shylock 

Hollywood,  March  19. 

The  Shakespearean  Film  Society, 
desirous  of  producing  a  memorial 
picture  to  the  bard,  has  $750,000 
to  make  ‘Merchant  of  Venice'  and 
has  offered  the  part  of  Shylock  to 
George  Arliss.  Offer  came  from  Sir 
Frank  Benson  in  London,  with 
Rufus  Le  Malre  sailing  from  New 
York  on  Wednesday  (21)  to  nego¬ 
tiate  the  deal  for  Arliss. 

Likely  that  the  society  may  do 
a  second  Shakespearean  with  this 


NAME  BANDS  IN  I 
TOWN  HALL;  25c 


Pasadena,  March  19. 

This  town  knows  how  to  keep  the 
boys  and  girls  from  straying  from 
their  own  yards.  The  parents  Just 
open  up  the  town  hall  every  week¬ 
end  and  have  a  name  band  on 
hand  to  play  sweet  music.  The 
kiddies  are  only  nicked  two-bits 
ipiece  to  cover  the  orchestra  fees, 
but  still  stu.it  is  profitable. 

The  Woman’s  Club  sponsors 
these  struggles.  The  hall  where 
they  are  staged  comfortably  ac¬ 
commodates  250,  and  at  each  event 


ing  after  this  go  to  a  nearby  store 
and  listen  via  radio.  Those  who 
sport  auto  radios  have  the  edge, 
they  can  be  sure  that  they  won’t 
have  to  stand  up  in  the  corner 
grocery  when  all  the  chairs  put  out 
for  this  purpose  are  filled. 

When  they  announce  the  next 
week’s  band  some  of  ’em  don’t  want 
to  go  home  for  fear  of  not  getting 


Copying  ‘Wonder  Bar* 

Set  for  N.  Y.  Nitery 

Billy  Rose  will  pattern  the  Man¬ 
hattan  theatre,  recently  signatured 
by  the  Casino  de  Paree  syndicate, 
along  the  same  lines  as  the  ‘Won¬ 
der  Bar’  in  the  Warner  Bros,  film 
production.  Rose  has  asked  Al  Jol¬ 
son  to'  get  the  legal"  75KSy  for  hlm- 
to  copy  the  WB  film  setting.  j 

Paree  firm  has  acquired  the  Man¬ 
hattan  for  two  purposes:  for  pro¬ 
tection,  since  it's  Just  around  the 
corner,  and  as  a  pop-priced  nitery 
scaled  to  the  mass  purse  and  not  as 
recherce  as  the  Casino. 

Syndicate  is  also  mulling  plans 
for  similar  type  niteries  for  big  key 
oltlea. 


Having  held  back  up  to  now  on 
Loew’s  splurge  With  Metro  film 
names  at  the  Capitol,  New  York, 
the  rival  Broadway  Paramount  is 
about'  to  make  It  a  battle  royal  by 
calling  on  a  flock  of  names,  from  its 
own  affiliated  picture  studio.  Mar¬ 
lene  Dietrich,  Gloria  Swanson,  Bing 
Crosby  and  George  Raft  are  already 
set  and  others  will  follow. 

As  regards  salaries,  the  sky’s  the 
limit.  Swanson,  going  in  April  13. 
gets  $7,500.  George  Raft,  who 
starts  the  film  name  parade  March 
30,  is  down  for  $3,600.  Crosby, 
coming  late  In  April,  "will  draw 
$6,000  guarantee  plus  percentage. 
Terms  and  date  for  Miss  Dietrich 
not  yet  set,  but  reported  she’ll  re¬ 
ceive  her  studio  salary  and  a  per¬ 
centage  split.  All  may  also  play  a 
week  in  Brooklyn. 

Par’s  film  name  array  is  in  answer 
to  the  Capitol’s  booking  of  Clark 
Gable,  Ramon  Novarro,  Lionel 
Barrymore,  May  Robson  and  Jimmie 
Durante.  Latter  Is  there  currently, 
along  with  Lou  Holtz  and  Polly 
Moran  In  a  $17,000  stage  show.  ‘This 
show,  which  holds  over,  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  March  80  by  Paul  White- 
man’s  band  unit,  coming  in  for  two 
weeks  at  $8,000  per  with  options  for 
two  more.  A  deal  is  reported  on 
for  'Wallace  Beery  to  continue  the 
Metro  film  name  personal  appear¬ 
ances  at  the  Capitol  after  that,  also 
(Continued  on  page  68) 


Des  Moines,  March  10. 

H.  C.  Kunkleman,  cameraman  for 
Pacific  Films,  Waterloo,  la.,  was 
taking  pictures  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  Mason  City,  Iowa,  for  A-  H. 
Blank  Theatre  Corp.  last  week 
when  the  seven  bandits,  said  to  be 
headed  by  John  Dillinger,  arrived  on 
the  scene.  A  look-out  was  detailed' 
tr  hold  his  machine  gun  on  Kunkle¬ 
man  and  told  him,  ‘If  there’s  going 
to  be  any  shooting,  we’ll  do  it/ 

The  cameraman  resumed  crank¬ 
ing  as  soon  as  the  bandits  relaxed 
their  guard,  escaping  with  over 
$52,000  and  13  employes  and  cus¬ 
tomers  of  the  bank  as  hostages. 
Two  men  were  Injured  by  machine 
gun  fire  but  all  of  the  hostages  es¬ 
caped  Injury  although  they  were 
placed  on  the  fenders,  running 
boards  and  even  one  on  the  tire 
rack  for  a  ride  of  about  fifteen  miles. 

Kunkleman’s  shots  of  the  bank 
before  and  after  were  rushed  to 
Blank’s  theatres  for  release  but 
Kunkleman  is  still  moaning  because 


KIDDING  THE  FANNERS 

Minneapolis,  March  19. 

Gayety,  local  stock  burlesque 
house,  has  something  .new  in  fan 
dancing. 

As  a  featured  attraction,  .it  Is  of¬ 
fering  a  400-pound  fan  dancer, 
‘Princess  Voluptuo.’ 


1934 


VARIETY 


4A’S  TACTFUL  ON  NBC 


False  News  Leads  Planted  by 
Press  Boys  on  Yankee  Network! 


Tube  Blows,  Utility  Co.  Fires  Engineer, 
:  Staff  Strikes,  CFBO  Off  Air  One  Day 


VARIETY 


Tuesda 


1934 


Vague  Radio  Audience  League 
Turns  Into  Foggy  Management 


Lyricist*  Billing 


Burlington  1W%  Long-Distance  Fans 
Rank  H&i  in  Sponsor  Knowledge 


VARIETY 


VARIETY 


MUSIC— NITE  CLUBS 


Tuesday,  Ma 


BJ »y.  March  80,  1984 


MUSIC 


VARIETY 


45 


MAX  MAYER  BEATS  M.D.S. 


VARIETY 


